
              

 
 
 
From “Fighting Against Destiny” To “Living With Others”: Reading 

SIGA Naoya’s “Anya-koro (A Dark Night’s Passing)” 

Mitsuhiro TAKEDA 

ABSTRACT 

This paper employs NATSUME Soseki's concepts of "jiko-honi" and 
"sokuten-kyoshi" to consider how TOKITOU Kensaku, the main character of 
SIGA Naoya's “Anya-koro (A Dark Night Passing)”, is trying to create himself. 
Through analysis of Kensaku's changing attitude towards life from "fighting 
against destiny" to "living with others", this paper clarifies SIGA's original 
method, which is very different from Soseki's one, to change the self by positive 
self-affirmation in his literary work.  
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